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Drawings 

New corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in this 
application because the objected drawings from 1/26/2004 have the words replacement drawing 
scribbled across the figures (these should be visible in PAIR). Applicant is advised to employ the 
services of a competent patent draftsperson outside the Office, as the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office no longer prepares new drawings. The corrected drawings are required in reply to the 
Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The requirement for corrected drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-8 and 21 are allowed, renumbered as 1-9 for allowance. 
The following is an examiner' s statement of reasons for allowance: 
Regarding claim 1, the prior art discloses many authentication methods including finger 
image sensing, as well as the authentication of a terminal before that terminal before allowing 
that terminal to be activated or to access particular network functions. The present claims teach a 
system for enabling use of a computer terminal in a network to access or otherwise participate in 
at least one network-related function and a separate voice communication function over the 
network, comprising: a telephone handset including a microphone and a speaker coupled to 
provide signals to and receive signals from the computer terminal for the voice communication 
function; a finger-image sensor coupled at least to provide signals to the computer terminal 
relating to a finger-image sensed by the finger-image sensor; means for electronically 
authenticating a finger-image sensed by a finger-image sensor based on the finger-image-related 
signals provided to that computer terminal; means responsive to the authenticating means for 
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enabling the computer terminal in the network to participate in the voice communication 
function over the network at least from each computer terminal for which a sensed finger-image 
was authenticated and access over the network at least one function that is not related to and does 
not depend upon participation by the computer terminal in the voice communication function. 
When incorporating all of the limitations as claimed, none of the prior art discloses the features 
as claimed. 

Claims 2-8 and 21 incorporate the allowable subject matter of claim 1 and are allowable 
only when incorporating all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis G. West whose telephone number is 571-272-7859. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Lewis G. West 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2618 


